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The Next Webinar Just for California
and Washington Appraisers

March 27, 2020, 9:30 a.m.
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• Engagement Agreements for 
Litigation Assignments:
ü Discuss an example 

agreement for litigation 
work as a consulting or 
testifying expert.

ü Explain some of the 
relevant discovery law and 
mechanics behind litigation 
work as an appraiser.

ü Discuss important payment 
considerations for expert 
work.

Go to my blog on www.valuationlegal.com to register.

http://www.valuationlegal.com/


Light Housekeeping
Ø Aiming for 45 minutes today.
Ø Don’t worry I can’t turn your microphone on.
Ø You can minimize your screen by using the controls.
Ø The slides I am using today will be available later under 

the “resources” tab on www.valuationlegal.com.
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Q&A

• During the seminar, you 
can enter questions by 
moving your cursor to the 
bottom bar and revealing 
the Q&A button.

• You can make your Q’s 
anonymous.

• I will answer Q’s at the end.
• We won’t using the “chat” 

or “raise hand” functions.

Slide 5



A Message from Our Sponsor

v If you need a lawyer for a valuation-related issue (whether it’s 
professional liability or a business matter) in California or 
Washington, that’s me.

v Please consider signing up for my online CE seminar “Appraiser 
Liability 101” on www.valuationeducation.com. It’s 4 hours of 
appraiser CE approved in CA, OR, WA and HI. The price is $70 
but that comes with a free copy of my book. And, if you are an 
insured of LIA, you can get $30 to $70 back as a discount on your 
E&O premium for completing the seminar.
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That would be me.

http://www.valuationeducation.com/


2-Minute Legal Update

Ø California: 20+ proposed bills to fix AB 5. Nothing 
specific for appraisers yet – general fix-its proposed, 
however, include (a) repeal, (b) delay, and (c) small 
business exception.

Ø Washington: HB 1015. Revived for consideration –
creates 3-year max time period for suing appraiser 
over appraisal, and actually bars actions by “non-
intended users.”

Ø Check my “New Laws” tab and map on 
www.valuationlegal.com for daily updated info.
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Where to Find the Example Agreements on 
www.appraiserlaw.com

Slide 8



Two separate components:

1. “Appraisal Services Agreement” – this is intended as the “main” body 
agreement.
Ø Signed once and kept in place, with future individual 

assignments being made by shorter individual engagement 
letters.

2. “Terms and Conditions” – this parts intended to set forth additional 
important terms and conditions and is intended to be attached to the 
both Appraisal Services Agreement also to your individual reports.
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Overview of Example Agreement Discussed Today
Slide 9



Key reasons for dividing certain terms between the main “Appraisal 
Services Agreement” and the “Terms and Conditions” documents:

Ø The main agreement is “the” agreement between client and appraisal 
firm and can be used to tailor provisions that only apply to the client 
– even when a different term is in the Terms and Conditions.

Ø The Terms and Conditions document is meant to be part of that 
contract and also serve as an attachment to appraisal reports – and 
thereby apply to all third parties who are not parties to the main 
agreement (non-clients).

Overview of Example Agreement Discussed Today
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Let’s Look at the Example Agreement
for Today
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Christensen
[Note: At this point during the webinar the example agreements located at the Member Resources tab of www.appraiserlaw.com were discussed.]



The sample agreements from 
the Appraisal Institute can be 
found in the Professional 
Practice section of the Appraisal 
Institute’s website – in an area 
titled Professional Practice 
Documents:

https://www.appraisalinstitute.or
g/professional-
practice/professional-practice-
documents/sample-agreements-
for-services/
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Additional Sample Materials from the Appraisal Institute
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https://www.appraisalinstitute.org/professional-practice/professional-practice-documents/sample-agreements-for-services/


Thank You

Peter Christensen
Christensen Law Firm

Santa Barbara, CA
805-696-2600

www.valuationlegal.com
peter@valuationlegal.com
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